
Chippewa Treaty Rights 

 

Native Americans are possibly the most exploited group of people in all of 
American history. The treatment of them has affected us and brought shame 
upon our nation. That, however, is not the reason that we give them the 
privileges they have...they possess "special priveleges" because the government 
promised it to them . Native Americans today possess special hunting priveleges 
because it is the law, and not pity. 

 

What are treaty rights? 

Treaty rights refer to rights reserved in agreements, or treaties, made between 
Indian tribes and the US government. In the first half of the nineteenth century, 
the Chippewa sold their land but kept the right to harvest the resources that they 
needed to live. The US government gave the Chippewa nation the privilege, or 
right, to hunt, fish, and gather wild rice since those rights were never relinquished 
in the sale of the land. They were and are natural rights of the Chippewa nations 
way of life. 

 



What exactly is included in the Chippewa Treaty Rights? 

According to federal judge James Doyle's February, 1987 decision, treaty rights 
apply to all types of natural harvest on ceded land. In Wisconsin the tribes have 
harvested wild rice, deer, fur bearers, walleye/muskie and various species of fish. 
Commercial fishing rights on Lake Superior are part of the treaty. 

 

What are treaty rights today? 

First, the rights are highly debated because they threaten to change tourism and 
natural resources in the state of Wisconsin. Court decisions have proven the 
legality of Chippewa rights. 

Unfortunately the education system has not kept pace with the courts. Therefore, 
it is widely unknown that the tribes have such rights at all, since the tribes are 
sovereign and self-governed. Also, it must be remembered that tribes had to 
develop a certain sophistication and skill in a non-Indian world. They needed to 
learn to understand the legal systems, the values, and the ins and outs of a 
foreign culture which was imposed upon them. 

 

 



What is happening in the court? 

Long term agreements essentially acknowledged the tribes rights in the 1854 
ceded territory. A series of hearings will be related to tribal vs. state regulations. It 
will consider each resource separately. 

After centuries of being forced off their land and giving into treaties that none of 
the Indians really understood, the Chippewa have begun to fight for their rights 
and gradually have gained back them back. Thus, the tribe escaped extinction and 
kept their traditions and beliefs alive. 

 

 

This page has had informational help from the Great Lakes Indian, Fish, and 
Wildlife Commission and was created by Dan King and Mark Van Byssum in 

October of 1997. 

 


